
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

December 2017 newsletter 

Dear parents, 

We have had a very busy term welcoming our new children and 

finding out how much everyone has grown and matured! Now in 

our fifth year of operation, we look after approximately 120 

children every day at breakfast and after school.  Our focus 

remains firmly on enabling the children to have access to free 

play and to be as creative as possible whether with the space 

hoppers, outdoor games or crafts and drama.  We always have a 

keen eye on ensuring each child receives high quality personal 

care and attention and we work hard to ensure every child is 

recognised for their unique characteristics. 

 
Slime has been one of the key elements to after school club so far this year: the children have absolutely 

loved making it in such imaginative ways: using a tennis racket to turn coloured chalk into powder, adding 

flour, salt and starch as well as paint, glitter and glue.  For the afternoons, we have renamed the Bell 

House as the SLIME HOUSE!  

 

 

5pm circle time is key to our club.  It is the moment when we all sit down together in a circle (or more 

regularly, as the children point out, a square or rectangle) to discuss what the children have been doing 

during club, or we tell stories (favourites are the ‘fish hook in the finger’ and ‘the American bee sting’ 

stories), or we watch a play put on by the children.  It is a lovely 10 to 15 minutes which is enjoyed by all 

from reception up to year 6. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             
 

 

 

Holiday clubs: summer and October half term 

We had our biggest holiday club yet during the summer with 75 children on many of the days. 17 primary 

schools were represented and we were very happy to welcome back some year 7 and 8 children who kept 

us entertained!  In order to retain our focus on the individual child, we split into three groups for parts of 

the day.   

Our October holiday club was very well attended and we loved watching the DOT show, a performance 

put on by professional dancers at the Laban Theatre in Deptford.   

   

                                                

Tuesday 2 January 2018 holiday club  

On Tuesday 2 January we have a one day holiday club during which we will visit the Butterfly Gardens at 

Hall Place, Bexley. It will be a wonderful experience to walk among free flying butterflies in a rainforest 

environment.  https://www.hallplace.org.uk/butterfly-jungles/ While we are at Hall Place, we will also 

take a look at the Queen’s Beasts, the topiary planted in 1953 in celebration of the coronation of HM 

Queen Elizabeth II. 

The cost for the day from 8am (with breakfast) to 6pm is £45 (£40 plus £3 ticket for entry to Butterfly 
Gardens and £2 contribution to room hire) or from 9am to 6pm is £40 (£35 plus £3 ticket entry and £2 
contribution to room hire).  Please book with Holly on thehollytreeclub@hotmail.com by Tuesday 19 
December at the latest (10% sibling discount available). 

                               

https://www.hallplace.org.uk/butterfly-jungles/
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Meet our wonderful and talented 

team of playworkers! 

Overleaf is an introduction to our 

team of playworkers.  We are very 

happy to have Jack with us, year 9 at 

St Matthew Academy, as well as 

Anna and Ruby at John Roan school 

who are doing their Duke of 

Edinburgh volunteering with us.  We 

are also delighted to welcome Agata 

and Ava, previous Halstow pupils and 

now year 9 at John Roan and Eltham 

Hill Schools respectively, to the team.  

We are always on the lookout for 

friendly, outgoing and happy people 

who would like to join our fun and 

mutually supportive team.  We are 

also looking for more managers and 

deputy managers to join our 

management team as we grow.  

More information is available on our 

website. 

We are here to meet your needs and 

to receive feedback 

As well as providing regular out of 

school care, we can collect your 

children on ad hoc or emergency 

basis.  Just text/call/email Holly using 

the contact details at the bottom of 

this newsletter by 3pm on the day 

you require care.   

We are always keen to receive 

feedback about any aspect of our 

club so please do get in touch if you 

have any queries, concerns or 

comments.   We try to be as flexible 

as possible to meet the needs of busy 

local families! 

Wishing you a very happy festive 

season!   From us all at The Holly Tree 

Club 

07971 215411 

thehollytreeclub@hotmail.com 

hollymorgan2013@hotmail.co.uk 

www.thehollytreeclub.com  

mailto:thehollytreeclub@hotmail.com
mailto:hollymorgan2013@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.thehollytreeclub.com/
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I’m Holly.  
 My background is in 

teaching and 
leadership at primary 

and secondary schools 
in London, and 
previously in 

investment banking.    
  I love interacting with 

all the children and 
getting to know them as 

individuals. 

I’m Lucy.  
I have worked at HTC 

from the very beginning 
and I love this club ! 

 16 years working in child 
care and I am still so very 

passionate about the 
importance of play! 

 

I'm Krisztina .I've been working 
at the HTC since the beginning. 

I've recently completed my 
Level 3 qualification in Playwork 

and I'm interested in teaching 
yoga for children. 

These last 4 years has been a 
highly valuable experience for 
me. I'm thankful to be part of a 
great team and to work in a fun 
and creative environment. The 

many friendships that have 
been created, the many show 
and tells and all the laughter 

that the children share with us, 
make the HTC a great place for 

all of us! 
 

I'm Eleanor and I have 
a teaching background 

and a daughter in    
year 1.  I love seeing 
the children interact 

across the age range, 
share ideas and have 

fun together. 

 

I'm Laura and I am an 
art educator with many 
years of playwork (and 

playing) experience. For 
me the HTC is the 

space where everything 
a child can imagine 
becomes possible, 
where children are 
stimulated to freely 

experiment their 
creativity through play 

and arts. 
 

 
 

I'm Natalie and I have just 
graduated from university 

in Education Studies. I 
love working with children 
and enjoy being a part of 
Holly Tree Club.  I have a 

daughter at Millennium 
who also attends after 

school. 

 
 

 I’m Lison, I am from 
France and Brazil.  I am a 
part time artist/painter. I 
really enjoy working at 

HTC, no day is ever the 
same. The children 
always manage to 

enlighten my day and 
give me inspiration for my 

art. 

 
 

I’m Beti. 
 I hold MA degree in 

ELT and QTS.   I have 
years of experience in 

teaching children of 
different ages.  It is a 

pleasure to work for the 
HTC, getting to know the 

children, interacting 
through activities and 
watching them grow in 

character. 
 

 

I'm Agnes and I'm from 
Poland. I have a Master's 

degree in Architecture 
and I enjoy painting.  My 
two sons love being part 

of the Holly Tree Club 
and I love seeing how 

creative the children are! 

 
 

I’m Sarah  
and I recently joined the 
HTC. My son is in yr1 in 
Millennium school. The 

HTC is truly a home from 
home. The children are 
happy and well looked 

after and activities such 
as circle time promote the 

loving bond between 
them. It’s an absolute 

pleasure to work with the 
children and team at the 

HTC! 



 

 

                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              

 

I'm Peter and I am 
studying for my A 

levels at 
Thomas Tallis School. 
Watching these kids 

grow and learn brings 
me gratitude and I am 
pleased to be in this 

important part of their 
lives. 

 

I'm Ava and I am in 
year 9 at Eltham Hill 

School. I used to go to 
Halstow so I enjoy 

seeing all the children  
I recognise and 

meeting new people 
that have joined the 
school since I left. 

Hello my name is 
Anna and I'm 

volunteering at the 
Bell House for my 

Duke of Edinburgh. 
 At school I'm in year 

10 and it's great 
working with these 

children. 
 

I'm Yael and I want to 
study adult nursing at 
university next year. 
 I love working for 

THTC, where the kids 
are constantly having 

fun and able to 
express themselves in 

a safe environment. 
 I wish I had an after 
school club like this 
when I was a kid. 

I'm Sherinne and I am a 
Year 13 student at The 

John Roan School. I really 
enjoy working at the HTC 
because of the great and 

friendly community  
of people that make it what 
it is. All the staff members 
are very supportive and 
welcoming. And I have 

great fun playing with the 
children and feeling like a 

child again! 

 
 

I’m Agata and I am 13 
years old . I go to John 
Roan School and only 
started working here a 
couple months ago . I 
love looking after the 

children and generally 
helping people. I also 

look forward to seeing if 
there will be any new 

faces. I am very glad to 
be part of the community 
of The Holly Tree Club. I 

also used to come to 
Holly Tree Club when I 
came to Halstow and I 
enjoyed it so much I 

decided to come back 
and work here. 

 

 
 

I’m Wilton. I've worked 
with young children for a 
number of years starting 
off as a youth worker to a 

teaching assistant. It's 
great working at the Holly 

Tree club where the 
children are able to enjoy 

free play and just have 
fun! 

 

 
 

My name is Ruby and 
I am a John Roan 
student doing my 

Duke of Edinburgh for 
extra credit . On my 
first day it was very 

welcoming and all the 
children are great fun. 

It is a great 
experience and I hope 

to carry on in the 
future. 

 
 

I’m Jack and I’m in 
Year 9 at St Matthew 

Academy. I’m doing my 
Duke of Edinburgh 
volunteering at the 

Holly Tree Club. I used 
to come here and it’s 

still as good as when I 
was in  Year 6! 

 

 
 

I'm Annie and I am 
studying History, 

Music and 
Sociology for my A-
levels at Thomas 

Tallis School. It is a 
pleasure to be a 

part of such a 
friendly community 
at Holly Tree Club 

where everyone can 
get involved and be 
a kid again - I really 
enjoy working here! 


